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HuLfLnch  bicentennial 


The  Massachusetts  State  House  Celebrates! 


Celebrating  the  200th  Anniversary  of  the 
Occupancy  of  the  Bulfinch  State  House 

January  1 1, 1998  Program  of  Events 


Presented  by  William  Francis  Galvin,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 
and  the  State  House  Bicentennial  Commission 


Program  of  Events 


11:15  a.m. 

Town  Crier  summons  citizens  to  assemble  at  the  Old  State  House. 

11:30  a.m. 

Master  of  Ceremonies,  William  Francis  Galvin,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  welcomes 
those  in  attendance  and  introduces  dignitaries  to  speak:  Governor  A.  Paul  Cellucci,  Senate  President 
Thomas  F.  Birmingham,  Speaker  of  the  House  Thomas  M.  Finneran  and 
Curator  of  the  Old  State  House  Steve  Hill. 

12:00  Noon 

Parade  begins  from  One  Washington  Mall. 

12:30  p.m. 

Parade  ends  at  State  House  with  a  15  gun  salute  to  Governor  A.  Paul  Cellucci  by  the 

Council  of  Minutemen. 

12:35  p.m. 

Sargeant-at-Arms  Michael  Rea  introduces  the  Honorable  William  Francis  Galvin, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  to  begin  the  Ribbon  Cutting  Ceremony. 

12:36  p.m. 

Ceremony  continues  with  Secretary  Galvin  introducing 
Sargeant  Dan  Clark  to  sing  the  National  Anthem. 

12:57  p.m. 

Governor  A.  Paul  Cellucci,  Secretary  William  Francis  Galvin,  Senate  President  Thomas  F.  Birmingham, 
Speaker  of  the  House  Thomas  M.  Finneran  and  other  Constitutional  Officers  cut  the  ribbon. 

1:00  p.m. 

Secretary  Galvin  invites  everyone  into  the  State  House  for  special  programs,  tours  of  the  State  House, 

refreshments  and  special  exhibits. 

1:15  p.m. 

Unveiling  of  Bicentennial  Plaque  in  Doric  Hall  with  Governor  A.  Paul  Cellucci,  Secretary  of  the 
Commonwealth  William  Francis  Galvin,  Senate  President  Thomas  F.  Birmingham,  Speaker  of  the  House 
Thomas  M.  Finneran,  Superintendent  of  State  Office  Buildings  Dennis  Smith. 

1:30  p.m. 

The  Senate  will  meet  in  a  special  session  to  commemorate  the  Bicentennial  of  the  Massachusetts 
State  House.  A  reception  will  follow  in  the  original  chamber  of  1798. 

2:00  p.m. 

The  House  will  meet  in  special  session  to  commemorate  the  200th  Anniversary  of  the  Opening  of  the 
State  House.  Resolutions  will  be  ordered,  welcoming  address  by  Speaker  Thomas  M.  Finneran  and 
special  historic  presentation  by  Representative  Joseph  R.  Gallitano,  the  House  Historian. 
Representative  Marie  ].  Parente  will  recite  the  State  Poem,  "Blue  Hills  of  Massachusetts". 


1 


Special  Elxhibils 

Secretary  Galvin  invites  everyone  to  view  the  special  exhibits  on  the  third  floor: 

•  The  State  House:  200  Years  of  Change 
•  Bulfinch  and  the  State  House 

•  Representatives  of  the  People:  A  History  of  the  House 

•  A  Government  of  Laws:  A  History  of  the  Senate 

•  Commonwealth  Leadership  1798:  Portraits  and  Profiles 

State  House  Library  Exhibits  for  the  Bulfinch  Bicentennial, 
located  in  exhibit  cases  outside  the  State  Library,  Room  341: 
•  The  Building  of  the  Bulfinch  State  House 
•  Artifacts  and  publications  from  the  Previous  Anniversaries  of  the  State  House 
•  Early  additions  to  the  State  House  (changes  that  were  suggested  for  the  building 
but  not  carried  out  and  additions  that  still  exist) 

•  State  House  as  Presence  and  Symbol 

Department  of  Capital  Planning  and  Operations  Exhibit: 
•  Stained  Glass  Renovation  in  Memorial  Hall  and  the  State  Library 

•  The  Re-gilding  of  the  Dome  Project 

Doric  Dames  Exhibit,  located  in  Doric  Hall: 

•  Original  Bulfinch  Door  Keys  and  Brass  Tags  by  Paul  Revere 
•  Brass  Door  Knob,  circa  1800's:  Door  knob  with  State  Seal,  possibly  made  for  the  Executive  suite. 
•  Massachusetts  Uniform  Buttons:  A  collection  of  buttons  from  the  1800's  worn  by  early  court 

officers/custodians  of  the  State  House. 
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architecture.  He  took  a  tour  of  Europe  and  was  in- 
fluenced by  the  Neoclassical  style  of  architecture 
and  the  work  of  two  English  Neoclassists,  Robert 
Adam  and  William  Chambers.  He  returned  to 
Boston  in  1787  and  soon  became  one  of  New 
England's  most  famous  and  influential  architects  of 
the  Federal  Period.  At  the  beginning  of  his  career 
he  designed  two  state  capitols,  three  churches,  a 
theater,  a  hotel  and  a  dozen  private  houses. 

The  first  capitol  that  Bulfinch  designed  was  the 
Connecticut  State  House  in  Hartford  (1792).  The 
second  was  the  Massachusetts  State  House  in  Bos- 
ton. Many  consider  the  Massachusetts  capitol  his 
finest  accomplishment.  He  designed  many  other 
buildings  in  Boston  such  as  the  Harrison  Gray  Otis 
House,  St.  Stephen's  Church,  one  of  the  buildings 
at  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  and  the  Totine 


Crescent  which  is  no  longer  in  existence.  The  high 
point  of  his  career  came  while  he  was  serving  as 
chief  selectman  of  Boston.  President  Monroe  vis- 
ited Boston  and  admired  the  beauty  of  his  architec- 
ture. The  President  was  so  impressed  that  he 
offered  Bulfinch  the  position  of  Architect  of  the 
U.S.  Capitol  in  Washington  D.C.   It  is  surprising  to 
note  that  Bulfinch  did  not  plan  the  State  House  for 
its  current  situation  on  the  heights  of  Beacon  Hill. 
There  was  even  question  at  the  time  as  to  which 
city  should  be  the  Massachusetts  capitol.  In  1793, 
Worcester  made  strong  arguments  for  its  selection, 
and  put  down  a  bond  worth  5,000  pounds.  Ply- 
mouth made  claims  as  well,  being  the  oldest  of  the 
state's  municipalities.  In  the  end,  Boston  remained 
the  most  desirable  to  those  making  the  decision. 

The  State  House  was  originally  planned  for 
"William  Foster's  pasture"  in  the  South  End  (the 
Old  South  End,  now  considered  a  part  of  the  lower 
Boston  Common).  Then  fronting  on  Boylston 
Street,  it  is  now  part  of  the  Common.  It  was  ac- 
quired in  1787  by  the  town.  Bulfinch  may  have  un- 
intentionally changed  the  ideal  location  for  the 
State  House  when  he  began  developing  fine  country 
homes  for  the  town's  elite  on  the  still  rural  south 
slope  of  Beacon  Hill.  Soon,  other  eyes  followed  the 
movement  to  Beacon  Hill,  and  this  became  the 
town's  newest  and  most  fashionable  residential  dis- 
trict. The  decision  was  made  to  purchase  John 
Hancock's  pasture  as  the  future  site  of  the  state  capi- 
tol. "Bulfinch  was  one  of  the  most  influential  archi- 
tects of  his  time  and  he  left  many  monuments  to  his 
excellent  workmanship  and  good  taste."*  Charles 
Bulfinch  died  on  April  15,  1844-  He  is  buried  at 
the  Mount  Auburn  Cemetery  in  Cambridge. 
* Excerpt  taken  from  the  Finch  Paper,  Glen  Falls,  NY,  Bulfinch's 
Boston,  Kirker  &  Kirker 
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The  Massachusetts  Slate  House 

The  Massachusetts  State  House  is  one  of  the 
nation's  oldest  state  capitols  still  serving  its 
original  governmental  function.  Since  its  comple- 
tion in  1798,  it  has  continuously  served  as  a  func- 
tional state  office  building  for  over  seeing  the 
day-to-day  governing  of  the  Commonwealth. 
Within  its  walls  are  housed  the  various  bodies  of 
government;  the  Governor's  Executive  Offices,  the 
Governor's  Council,  the  State  Senate,  the  House  of 
Representatives,  the  Lieutenant  Governor's  Office, 
the  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth, 
the  Auditor's  Office,  the  Office  of  the  Treasurer  and 
Receiver  General,  and  the  State  Library. 

In  1795  Charles  Bulfinch  designed  the  original 
State  House.  It  occupies  the  former  site  of  John 
Hancock's  cow  pasture.  The  cornerstone  was  laid 
July  4,  1795  by  Governor  Sam  Adams  and  Paul  Re- 
vere. It  is  a  magnificent  structure  with  red  brick 
exterior  walls.  These  walls  were  painted  white  in 
1825,  thirty  years  later  in  1855  painted  yellow,  and 
in  1918  painted  white.  Finally,  in  1928  the  walls 
were  cleaned  of  paint  and  their  original  color  pre- 
vails today.  The  original  building  had  a  dome 
which  was  shingled  and  whitewashed.  In  1802  it 
was  covered  in  copper  by  Paul  Revere  and  Sons. 
For  many  years  it  was  painted  dark  gray;  however 
in  1861  it  was  painted  gold.  In  1874  it  was  covered 
with  gold  leaf,  as  it  remains  today. 


In  1831,  the  first  addition  to  the  Bulfinch  State 
House,  designed  by  Isaiah  Rogers,  was  constructed 
to  house  the  records  and  papers  of  the  Common- 
wealth in  fireproof  rooms.  A  second  addition,  1853 - 
1856,  designed  by  prominent  architect  Gridley  I.F 
Bryant,  was  built.  It  was  four  stories  high,  and  pro- 
vided better  accommodations  for  the  State  Library 
and  other  departments.  Also  at  this  time,  granite 
rustication  of  the  basement  story  was  added  and 
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the  front  terraces  were  lowered  in  order  to  gain  a 
better  view  of  Boston.  Both  the  first  and  second 
additions  were  constructed  at  the  rear,  or  north 
facade  of  the  original  State  House.  In  1889,  a 
third  addition  on  the  north  facade  was  begun. 
This  addition  was  designed  by  Charles  E. 
Brigham.  Unfortunately,  it  involved  the  demoli- 
tion of  the  first  and  second  additions.  This  third 
and  largest  addition  was  completed  in  1895  of 
yellow  brick  with  gray  trim.  The  demand  for  gov- 
ernmental space  grew  larger  and  in  response,  be- 
tween 1914  and  1917,  the  fourth  and  fifth 
additions  were  added  as  wings  to  the  east  and 
west  of  the  original  Bulfinch  State  House.  The  ar- 
chitects of  the  two  wings  were  William  Chapman, 
R.  Clipson  Sturgis,  and  Robert  D.  Andrews.  To 
make  room  for  these  wings,  however,  many  small 
Beacon  Hill  lots  surrounding  the  State  House 
were  taken  by  eminent  domain.  Framing  the 
original  building,  the  wings  were  constructed  of 
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white  Vermont  marble  and  granite,  with  a  steel 
frame  construction.  No  wood  was  to  be  used  in 
order  to  make  the  wings  fireproof.  In  1917,  the 
grounds  of  the  State  House  reached  their  present 
dimensions. 

Alterations  And  Restorations 

Throughout  its  vibrant  life,  the  interior  of  the 
State  House  has  seen  alterations  such  as  the  addi- 
tion of  heating  and  ventilating  systems,  electric- 
ity, fireproofing  of  rooms,  and  passenger  elevators. 
In  1867,  substantial  exterior  alterations  took 
place.  Under  the  direction  of  architect  William 
Washburn,  the  roof  was  raised  to  accommodate  a 
new  top  floor  and  continuation  of  the  balustrade 
of  the  portico  around  the  eaves.  From  1957  to 
1960,  major  exterior  renovations  to  the  original 
Bulfinch  building  took  place.  These  included  re- 
placement of  exterior  trim  with  new  material  re- 
producing the  design  of  the  old;  new  sashes, 
window  casings  and  pilasters  on  the  cupola;  new 
cornices  on  the  main  and  attic  stories;  new  win- 
dows and  doors  in  the  attic  story;  new  main  enta- 
blature of  the  building;  new  framing  and  finish  of 
the  colonnade;  a  new  slate  floor,  doors  and  door 
casings  within  the  arcade.  Between  1988  and  1991, 
alterations  included  mechanical  systems,  under- 
ground parking  at  the  north  facade  with  a  park  res- 
toration above  it,  smoke  and  security  systems,  roof 
repair,  structural  repairs,  and  conversion  of  a  light 
court  into  "The  Great  Hall". 

Recent  Restorations 

On  October  21,1997  the  newly  restored  stained 
glass  ceiling  in  the  Hall  of  Flags  was  unveiled.  Arti- 
sans from  Serpentino  Stained  Leaded  Glass  Inc.  re- 
moved a  total  of  157  stained  glass  panels  which  were 
then  restored.  The  new  panels  are  custom-made, 
hand-blown  glass  from  Germany.  The  stained  glass 
panels  depict  the  seals  of  the  original  13  colonies. 


The  Massachusetts  Seal  is  in  the  center. 

The  most  recognizable  feature  of  the  State 
House  is  the  gold  dome.  The  dome  was  recently 
renovated  and  re-gilded  during  the  fall  of  1997. 
The  total  project  cost  approximately  $1.5  million. 
Some  interesting  facts  about  the  dome  include 
the  following: 

•The  gold  leaf  was  shipped  from  Italy  in  rolls  that 
were  a  1/2  inch  wide  and  about  six  feet  long. 
Each  roll  covered  25  square  feet.  An  estimated 
250  gold  leaf  rolls  were  needed  for  the  project. 

•The  gold  leaf  applied  to  the  dome  is  23  3/4  carat 
gold  with  a  little  bit  of  silver  and  copper  to  give 
it  durability  and  weathering  ability. 

•The  gold  leaf  is  thinner  than  cellophane 

•The  dome  was  first  gilded  in  1874,  then  re-gilded 
in  1888,  1898,  1906,  1911,  1914  and  in  1924. 
During  World  War  II  in  1942,  the  Dome  was 
painted  gray.  It  was  gilded  again  in  1947,  1969 
and  1997. 


The  following  was  taken  from  the  Columbian 
Sentinel  of  January,  1798.  It  includes  excerpts  from 
the  House  and  Senate  Journals. 
Wednesday,  January  10th 

Agreeably  to  adjournment  a  quorum  of  both 
branches  assembled  at  the  Old  State  House  and 
proceeded  to  the  election  of  committees  preparing 
to  the  execution  of  business.  A  committee  was 
raised  to  report  the  time  and  manor  of  repairing  to 
the  New  State  House  which  the  agents  had  re- 
ported was  prepared  for  the  accommodation  of 
government.  Adjourned. 
Thursday,  January  11th 

Agreeably  to  assignment  and  invitation  of  the 
Legislature,  the  Supreme  Executive  repaired  to  the 
Senate  Chamber  of  the  Old  House  and  at 
12  o'clock  a  procession  moved  consisting  of:  Sher- 
iff of  Suffolk,  His  Excellency,  The  Governor,  His 
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Honor,  The  Lt.  Governor,  The  Honorable  Coun- 
cil, The  President  of  the  Senate,  Chaplain  of  the 
Legislature,  The  Honorable  Senate,  The  Speaker 
of  the  House,  The  Honorable  House,  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Commonwealth,  Clerks  of  the  Two 
Houses,  The  Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth, 
Clerks,  Messengers  &  Co.  In  this  order  the  whole 
proceeded  to  the  representatives  room  in  the  new 
Commonwealth  House  where  the  Reverend  Dr. 
Thatcher,  as  Chaplain  of  the  Legislature  in  a  very 
eloquent  and  pathetic  address  dedicated  the  build- 
ing to  the  most  honorable  of  pursuits  -  the  honor 
of  God  and  the  people's  good.  The  different 
branches  then  separated  and  took  possession  of 
their  appropriate  rooms.  Dr.  Eustis  on  behalf  of 


the  Representatives  of  Boston  in  a  very  handsome 
manner  returned  thanks  to  the  house  for  its  polite- 
ness in  permitting  them  to  take  the  front  range  of 
seats  opposite  the  Speaker.  The  Secretary  in- 
formed the  House  that  he  had  it  in  direction  from 
his  Excellency  the  Governor  to  acquaint  the 
House  that  he  should  meet  them  tomorrow  in  the 
Representatives'  room  to  make  the  usual  commu- 
nications to  the  Legislature. 
Friday,  January  12  th 

The  two  branches  being  convened  in  the  Repre- 
sentatives' room  precisely  at  12  o'clock.  His  Excel- 
lency Governor  Increase  Sumner  came  in  and 
addressed  the  Legislature. 
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